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" Well, you see, Mrs. Drayton and her little girl are
living with my mother -as paying guests. Now, if
Marie Drayton attends one of your tests and you turn her
down, she may want me to persuade you to reconsider
your decision or, in other ways, make a nuisance of her-
self. As I see her daily, she'd have lots of opportunities
to bother us."

" Well, my dear fellow, you don't expect me to book
your protegee without seeing her, do you ? "

Otto was so anxious to save Marie the humiliation of
being subjected to Boris's intimate examination and
then rejected, that he plucked up sufficient courage to
suggest that he should introduce Marie to Vronsky, so
that the Russian could judge of her appearance before
broaching to her the subject of employment,

Vronsky's curiosity had been aroused by his business
manager's evident enthusiasm for Marie. He reflected
that the woman who could stir the blood of the anaemic
Roumanian must be out of the common ruck and worth
while investigating. On the other hand, if her appear-
ance were quite impossible, and Boris was sceptical
about Otto's capabilities as a judge of feminine beauty,
time would be saved if Marie did not attend the test on
the following Monday. "All right," said Vronsky
grudgingly, " bring your fairy to the show to-morrow
night. Try to ascertain her opinion about it and
about the girls taking part. If she's neither shocked
nor supercilious, you can bring her round to the back
after, and PU run my eye over her. Get her to wear
evening dress. You're certain she's had stage experience?
I haven't time to train anyone who's footlight-shy."

*c She told me she worked on the London music-halls

at one time."

" All right, English girls are often good-looking/*
Even his admirers did not deny that Vronsky was a
supreme egoist.    His own successes filled his horizon to
the exclusion of all other matters, and he worshipped his